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- 1st Friday of the month is a “bring 
and braai”.  Fires supplied. Or 
order from the Kitchen. 

 
Consult the club’s yearly calendar herein for 
other events. 
____________________________________ 
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those of the individual writers and are not 
necessarily the opinions of the editor, the 
Club or its committee members. 
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____________________________________ 
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Editorial 
 

Hi folks 

 

Apologies for the delay in the Newsletter going out 

but we had a few delays/glitches over the last 

month or so plus getting our membership 

distribution list up to date, but we are all back on 

track again. 
 

Not much for me to say as Llew has covered just 

about everything in his Chairman’s report.  All I can 

say that it is great to see the club packed on Friday 

nights, great food from the kitchen and what a 

selection of cars we have seen over the last few 

months.  Let’s keep the momentum going!! 
 

Sue 
 

From the Chair 
 

Hi all 

I usually struggle to write the Chairman’s Report 

every second month, but not lately. It must be 

because the buzz and vibe at the club is fantastic. I 

hope this is rubbing off on all of you. 
 

The last 2 months Friday evenings at the club have 

been extremely busy with our themed nights. 

These have been very popular and well supported 

by our members and the general public. The club 

has also gained a number of new members as a 

result. Thank you, Riaan, for organising the themed 

nights, and thank you to our members who have 

brought their cars to these evenings. Without you 

they could not have been such a great success. We 

will be stopping the themed nights for the months 

of June and July and restarting them again in 

August. 
 

On the 14th June the club will be hosting the 

Mercedes Benz Tour organised by Niki. By all 

accounts there will be 20 plus Mercs on display at 

the club on the Friday night. The members of the 

tour will be having a spit braai at the club. 

Unfortunately, this will only be for their tour 

members. Our usual Friday will still be the same 

with our kitchen open and the bar open. Please 

come and support the evening with the Mercedes 

Benz club. 
 

The committee has decided to install an owl box at 

the club. If any member wishes to donate to this 

worthy cause or wishes to get one of their own, 

please speak to a member of the committee. 
 

Over the next few weeks I wish to apologise in 

advance for any inconvenience caused while we 

upgrade and renovate the clubhouse toilets. The 

first stage will be the upgrading of the ladies’ 

toilets and the installation of a disabled toilet. The 

second stage will be the upgrading of the men’s 

toilets. 
 

The club has for sale rear window decals (stickers) 

for R 25.00 each and brass car bumper/grill badges 

for R 130.00 each. These are available in the bar.  

In future if you do not get any correspondence via 

email from the club, this means your membership 

has lapsed, please speak to Chris to resolve the 

matter. 
 

After much thought and debate the committee has 

decided that the format of the Milligan Rally from 

2020 onwards will change. This year will be the last 

time it will be a four-day event. We will hold an 

event each year and it will be called the Milligan – 

the event could be a regularity event, or it could be 

a tour.  Times have changed, costs have sky 

rocketed, roads deteriorated, increased traffic and 
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support for regularity events has dwindled. The 

club will still cater for members wanting to rally.  

We are planning a rally school on the Saturday 

before the Spring Trial. This date has still to be 

determined but will be sometime in September or 

October. 
 

The majority of the committee work full time and 

do not have the time to call each member when we 

have functions, so I ask each and every one to 

please respond to notifications that require a 

response. It takes but a few seconds to reply via 

email. This would make our job so much easier. 

 

 

Enough of me for now, thanks for all the support in 

making our club a fantastic place to be. Please 

carry on supporting your club. It’s good to be an 

EPVCC member. 

 
 

Safe driving all. 

Llew. 
 

P.S. It’s still not too late to support your club and 

enter the Milligan Rally. 

 

 

 
 

Here, There and Anywhere 
 

Knysna Motor Show 
 

The 2019 Knysna Motor Show brought to you by The Garden Route Motor Club and Sanlam Private Wealth 

once again graced the lawns of the Knysna High School Sports fields. 
 

This year there were so many examples of motoring’s great marques - Ferrari, Bentley, McLaren, Lamborghini, 

Pagani, Maserati, Jaguar Porsche, Aston Martin and more including some exotic cars rarely seen in South 

Africa.  Special celebrations this year include 100 years of Bentley, 110 years of Morgan, and 60 years of Mini. 

A feature of this year’s show is that there was a large contingent of supercars sharing turf with classic sports 

cars, vintage cars that are up to 100 years old and motorcycles. 
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If you would like to see more stunning photos of this year’s Knysna Motor Show you can find them on our 

own Facebook Page or go to The Garden Route Motor Club Facebook page for photos of all the Knysna 

Motor Shows : https://www.facebook.com/1598607537017351/photos/1598608437017261/   or their 

website : www.grmc.co.za 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/1598607537017351/photos/1598608437017261/
http://www.grmc.co.za/


Page 6 of 26 
 

Did you know………. 
 

…………..that The Amazing 1907 Car Race all the way from Peking to Paris is still unbelievable. 

 
 

The early years of the 20th century were ripe with a feeling of possibility. Science and technology 

were booming, explorers were charting new paths into undiscovered territory, and anything – 

everything – seemed within the grasp of those who were daring enough to try. 
 

It was that wild sense of adventure that resulted in a road trip that remains remarkable, even today. 

It all began with an article in French newspaper Le Matin, according to History Today. In January 1907, 

the paper declared that a man with an automobile could go anywhere. 

 
 

 
Map of the route of the 1907 Peking to Paris race.  

Photo by Mannen som ville plyndre byen CC BY-SA 4.0 

 

It followed that pronouncement by asking if there was anyone who would be willing to prove it by 

driving from Peking (now Beijing), China to Paris, France in the coming summer. 
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The notion wasn’t meant to begin a race, only to make a point about the level of access one could 

have if they owned a car, but the idea fired people’s imaginations, and, at the outset, there were 40 

entrants ready to take on the challenge. 
 

When the time came, however, only five teams sent cars to China. Italian team Prince Scipione 

Borghese and Ettore Guizzardi took along an Itala; Charles Goddard and Jean du Taillis arrived in a 

Dutch-built Spyker; Auguste Pons drove a small 6HP Contal Cyclecar; and Frenchmen Victor Collignon 

and Georges Cormier both turned out with De Dion-Bouton tricycles. Each car would be accompanied 

by a journalist who would document their trip, sending out stories along the way. 

According to Skoda Motorsport, the participants came from pretty diverse backgrounds and levels of 

ability. Prince Borghese had a top-of-the-line vehicle with the most powerful engine, at 40HP. 

 
Hazards of the road: Borghese & Barzini’s 

Itala having fallen through a bridge 
 

 
The Itala being pulled across unnavigable 

terrain 
 

 
He planned out spots to have spare parts and fuel stocked along the route — while, at the other end, 

Charles Goddard borrowed a car for the event and bargained for his ticket to China by playing piano 

for the first-class passengers on his ship. He made it as far as Berlin by begging and borrowing to get 

money for fuel, but his race ended there when he was arrested on suspicion of fraud. 

 

The route was harrowing. There weren’t any roads for much of it, let alone gas stations, so they 

ended up carting fuel out along the route by camel to the autos. The course was 9,317 miles, going 

across Mongolia, the Gobi Desert, and Siberia before making its way south across Europe to Paris. 
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Paris, 1912, Eiffel tower and the Trocadero 

 

 
There were no detailed maps — the cars would 
follow a telegraph route that would both 
provide direction and allow the journalists to 
send out their stories.  
 
The first of the drivers to reach Paris would 
receive a magnum of Mumm champagne, as 
well as glory and bragging rights. 
 

 

The first real obstacle for the cars would be navigating the mountains of Mongolia, along narrow 

trails surrounded by dangerously steep cliffs. Most of the cars involved lacked the power to navigate 

the terrain on their own and had to be pushed up some of the inclines or pulled by animals. 

 

 
Borghese (left) and Barzini (right) in the 

Peking to Paris race. 
 

 
Peking to Paris Auto Race Peking, Photo by 

ralph repo CC BY 2.0 

 

It wasn’t until they reached the Gobi desert that the first driver had to drop out of the race. Auguste 

Pons ran out of fuel and had to hike through the desert to return to civilization, nearly dying of thirst 

before nomads found and rescued him. 
 

The little Cyclecar he was driving was left where it died. The other four teams made it through the 

desert, often using their own drinking water to keep their engines going in the extreme heat. 
 

Leaving the desert for the Siberian forests posed a different challenge. The drivers were supposed to 

be following a military road, but when they arrived they discovered that the road had long been 

abandoned and overgrown, and its bridges were either in disrepair or entirely gone. 
 

Borghese’s Itala was many hours ahead of the remaining racers, which proved to be lucky as his 

vehicle had its challenges in Siberia, falling through a bridge and landing in a ravine at one point, 

nearly being hit by a train while it was stuck on the tracks at another. 
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He suffered damage to his car’s wheels from dealing with mud and had to have a local cartwright 

make him a replacement. Even after all of that, though, his lead was still large enough that when he 

was in Russia he could make a detour to St. Petersburg for a party. 

 

 

 
 

A photo of a sculpture of Scipione 
Borghese’s ITALA 35/45 HP car on 
Spasskaya Street in Kirov, Russia. 

 
 Photo by Елена и Эдуард Гурины CC 

BY-SA 4.0 
 

 

Once Borghese’s team hit Europe, the rest of the trip went as smoothly as such a trip could, at the 

time. He won the race, rolling into Paris on August 10th — two months from the day he left Beijing. 

The three remaining teams didn’t arrive in Paris for nearly another three weeks, with Goddard’s 

Spyker being driven by a replacement driver at the finish. 
 

The race was an astonishing event at a time when motorsports were so very new. The epic trek 

wasn’t repeated for decades given the difficulties brought about by the world wars and Cold War, 

but it was finally revived in the 1990s. 

 
Mar 5, 2019 Ian Harvey 

 
 
 

 
 

 

1965 JAGUAR MK2 3.8 

                                                                                   Preservation    by Peter Fulton 

 

The vehicle was found in Theescombe, Port Elizabeth Eastern Cape. The guardian Mr. J Scheepers 

whom had acquired the vehicle from Mr. M Nettl the last registered owner. 
 

When I found the vehicle it had been broken into by vandals whom prying open the right front door 

handle with a crow bar destroying handle and door in the process, removing wiring harness, battery, 

radiator, various components and motor from the vehicle, the vehicle was obviously pushed outside 

and left to the elements. The doors, the air intake tunnel and gearbox tunnel below the air intake 

where badly rusted, amazingly the remaining body was in excellent condition. 
 

https://www.thevintagenews.com/author/fmssolutions/
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Fortunately, I had a period correct 3.8 motor complete with manual box and radiator in my spares, 

with motor being a runner when removed from a badly rusted E type. With a lot of help from friends, 

donating various missing parts I managed to rebuild the vehicle to its former glory, after 9 years. 
 

Thanks go to these special friends, Hannes Scheepers donation of the body shell, Garth Todd 

donation of wire wheels and seat belts, Dave Nash donation of the wood Veneer needed to rebuild 

the wooden dash and odd bits, Brian Clark for the donation of the rear fender chrome moulding, 

Delarey and team for recovering the seats in leather at a very reasonable cost, Jannie van der Walt 

for doing the final coat of paint in his spray booth also at a very reasonable cost, Trevor Hoole for 

various parts donated which included a genuine set of side mirrors, Barry Kapelus for the carpeting 

donation and binding once I had cut to size, Gerald Williams [Jagman] for helping source various 

parts, Rene for all the help on the wooden dash, polishing chrome parts and also making sure I had 

tea at regular intervals.  

 

The doors were from my 420 Jaguar which I had to put down, due to the previous owner having a 

bad accident to the right hand side front end, and the repairers doing a cheap/bad repair causing the 

water to build up inside chassis rails and finally parting from the floor pan, these doors were in 

excellent condition and I used these in the rebuild of the Mark2 Jaguar, the manual gear box tunnel 

and the air duct tunnel were also used. 
 

I have taken the vehicle back to its original colour, the upholstery was recovered, I removed all rust 

sections and welded in new made panels, the mechanicals stripped and cleaned, replaced the 

gaskets, piston rings, oil pump, bearings, seals, radiator cleaned, brake seals and various perishables, 

the wiring harness replaced. The body work was sand blasted and a special etch premier applied, 

premier and body spot putty applied, with two topcoats applied and allow to dry properly in between 

each coat.  
 

The vehicle chassis number suggests that the vehicle was assembled in South Africa, however there 

is a further number on the opposite side to the chassis number that indicates the vehicle was 

modified. The most popular was Coombs Engineering UK, 
 

I am busy trying trace the vehicles history. The other outstanding differences are the differential is 

not standard and is fitted with a “Power-Lok” differential which allows wheels to change in rotation 

speed of each wheel in a corner as if it is a rear two wheel drive, interior is not standard minor 

changes, the pistons are 9/1 compression ratio which should be 7/1 or 8/1 and that the carburation 

was changed from 1&3/4 quarter to 2 inch as well as the intake manifold for better air flow. This was 

obviously introduced by me fitting the 3.8 motor, however the same engine code/number starts with 

LC and would being the same on the original motor, falling into the same period. 
 

Anyone with further info on the vehicle’s history would be much appreciated. 
 

Regards Peter Fulton 0793833695 
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Before  

   
 

After 

 
 

 

  
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
We would like to wish a hearty welcome to the following new members of the club. 
 

Vincent and Jean Chetty 
Donovan and Melanie de Necker 
Archie Hitge 
Tom and Stephné van der Vyver 
André and Brenda van Rooyen 
Leo and Ivy Butlion 
Gia Greef – our youngest member at 4yrs old 
Stan Lemmer 
Jacques Schafer – welcome back 
Dirk and Anjo de Wit – welcome back 
Gideon Ceronio 
Louie Georgiou 
Annelie Oosthuizen 

Carl Prinsloo 
Lilian Zeelie 
James Canepa 
Bruce Hall and Kathy Saunders 
Martin and Lourina Koorts 
Saki Marais 
Steven Murphy 
Edgar Niit 
Cyril Niit – welcome back 
Ricky Schipper 
Willie and Charmaine Smith 
Lesley Lee 
Suzie Dreyer 
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Tour 21st – 24th March 2019 
 

The tour, that consisted of 62 people, set off from Port Elizabeth on a rather cool, wet morning on the 21st 

March.  Those wanting to travel in convoy met at the Blue Horizon Bay off ramp for a 7:30am departure time.  

A few couples extended their holiday by leaving the day before and spending the night in Uniondale.  Others 

left during the course of the day or joined the convoy on the road or at the destination. 
 

Most participants travelled via Uniondale, De Rust, Meiringspoort to their first night stop at the Karoo National 

Park in Beaufort West that is part of the South African National Parks.  Several went via Graaff Reinet and 

spent some time at the motor museum.  Apparently well worth a visit. 
 

David Muller, travelling all the way from Robertson, joined us with his 1962 Studebaker (stoot-die-bogger) as 

well as Jacques and Ronel le Roux from Adelaide, Robin Meeks, Mike Romonoff, Barbara and Sheriden Renfield 

from Sedgefield. 
 

Our second night was spent at the Lord Milner Hotel in Matjiesfontein and the final night at the Protea Hotel 

in George. 
 

 
Day 1 - Meeting at Blue Horizon Bay offramp for 

those who want to travel in convoy 
 

 
A very welcome warm drink organised by Amelia 

and Wendy….thank you. 
 

 
Several more participants  joined the convoy at the 

Engen garage in Jeffreys Bay 
 

 
Two of the popular stops for breakfast was the 

Sweaty Dutchman in Kareedow or Kontrei Kombuis 
in Louterwater 

 
Final pit stop and refreshments at the Klaarstroom 

Hotel  
 

 
Finally, our first night stop at the Karroo National 

Park 
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Very friendly reception especially if you have ice-

cream 
 

 
Pre-dinner drinks on the deck followed by a 

scrumptious meal in the dining room 

 
On our way again…next stop Matjiesfontein 

 

 
Everyone enjoying themselves 

 
Most definitely the highlight of the tour was The 

Lord Milner Hotel in Matjiesfontein 
 

 
All aboard for a tour of the town 

 
Dinner was held in the Motor Museum with classic 

cars on both sides of the table……magic 
 

 
Dressed up for the occasion 

 

 
The lads and lasses looking very smart 

 

 
Great setting for our dinner 
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The local museum was well worth a visit 

 

 
Several cars opted to go through the 

Seweweekspoort on their way to George. Apparently 
only one casualty in the pass 

 

 
…….the casualty – road was a bit 

rough in places 
 

 
Mmm….now what is he doing?? 

 

 

 
A bit of history for some….. 

 

 

 
…..or lunch at Eight Bells  

 
….and of course, shopping 

 
Last stop….the Protea Hotel in George 

 

 
A visit to the president of the Mercedes Club, 

Mercedes collection  

 
Pre-dinner drinks in the bar 

 
Our last meal of the tour before the lights went 

out….loadshedding  
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FEEDBACK FROM THE TOUR’S PARTICIPANTS  

Hi Riaan, Baie dankie vir ‘n GREAT toer. Was so lekker om saam met almal te kuier en ontspan - ook baie plekke 

gesien wat ons nog nooit gesien het nie. Ons sien baie uit na die volgende toer. Ons besef ook jou harde werk 

vir die toere en die klub. Daar is definitief ‘n nuwe dinamieka in die klub wat net die klub kan groei en bevorder. 

Dit is baie lekker om baie jong mense so aktief te sien. Beste Wense, Anton, Janine en Gia Greeff.  
 

Over the long weekend 21 March - 24 March - 28 cars, 62 people headed on our annual tour organized 
by Riaan Willem Hanekom. Members from PE, Garden Route, Adelaide and Robertson all joined in. 
Day 1 was Karoo National Park, Beaufort Wes, Day 2 Matjiesfontein, Day 3 George. Some of us took 
the scenic route over the Seweweekspoort. We don't just display our cars, we love driving them. 
 

Many thanks and appreciation to Riaan for another magical tour. Superb throughout. – Sheridan and Barbara 

Renfield.  
 

Thank you for organizing this amazing tour. Your effort, attention to detail & concern for the well-being 
of all members is really appreciated. We feel privileged to be part of the tour. Amelia Buchner and 
Wendy Rossouw.  
 

Thanks, Riaan, for another wonderful trip. We appreciate all the efforts that go into organizing a run like this. 

Thanks to all for making the weekend fun. The EPVCC a great club to be members of. Robin Meeks and Mike 

Romanoff.  

 

MARCH TOUR        21 – 24 March 2019 by Jim Boggess 

 

There were 62 people in 28 cars taking part in this tour, a very good turnout indeed. A special mention goes 

to David Muller who travelled all the way from Robertson in his 1962 Studebaker. 
 

Eileen and I rose early on Thursday 21st March, had a nice breakfast and packed our Z3 with everything that a 

person could ever wish for on a 4-day trip and then some. 
 

We set off at 9am and decided to take route 3, which entails going over the langkloof to Uniondale, De Rust, 

Meiringspoort, and finally Beaufort West, a distance of over 400km. The weather was good for driving as we 

headed down the N2 and I was pleased to see that the bush around Thornhill had made an excellent recovery 

after the last devastating bush fire which ravaged the region. Just before the turnoff to the R62 we came across 

one of the many police roadblocks on this trip, but we were not stopped and continued on our journey over 

one of my favourite places the Langkloof. This is a place that never disappoints, and although most of the 

apples had been harvested there were still some trees that were bearing fruit and the air was heavy with their 

scent. 
 

At Uniondale we stopped for a lunch of home-made cookies and ice cream. Malcolm and Karen, along with 

Rodney and Ruth had left Port Elizabeth the day before and had slept at the Schutterheim Hotel, which they 

said was huge, with 3 double beds in one room. 
 

Continuing on our journey we passed a couple of the slower cars and headed to De Rust, on the way there 

were a number of roadblocks due to road tarring in progress.  We were given the green light to proceed along 

the right-hand lane of the road which was the only one that didn’t have newly laid tar on it. I couldn’t have 

been going fast enough as the SUV behind me drove onto the wet tar and proceeded to overtake me at a fast 

and furious speed with tar chips flying all over the place. The result of this was that the SUV was now not the 

last car in the line, I was. The traffic coming in the other direction was instructed to proceed when the SUV 

went through, and that line of traffic and was now heading in my direction, to avoid a collision they had to 

https://www.facebook.com/riaan.w.hanekom?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDJQQ4gYTObMlO5jY90nVqiB1jSPsT3CODTE6ZnTVn62i5lqlggV8sMZos94oKvvrXaG10y8ryvJ_DK&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAzFqA95rNggbkrX0sRpk4i-3CbaUCli2WWnsv6_oQzcMnTy861Vse9KzjlgpyJ-gkwvoyQySBegS-ULZKIatZ2-HOp2VclZKZ-hc86YoFqCWMgnhi5jdSAkIdWvW2816mixHNq8XTHyWT5hIz-eWldhFCQGTv6YoIvw0fSOe3UHenriogN8KTVCdsoEa_GcIhefoef1dbSUrvICqeiJhNXjWdH-qsPwrUkU6OPH5pYtla5A1BPjBwI9dUwHgLLUIiSSkRzOk2Z8vCTRHqWV9vePRjtZqdCLZTHDWDMwNk0wZdpKkM_SAtVp6hVmU7aQs6B1Zqtim2DAbL7pEopXMFHL2YWYZo
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veer onto the wet tar and left it in an unholy mess. When I got to the control point my language was definitely 

not for wimps. 
 

The rest of the journey was a long straight road with the mountains in the distance becoming ever closer. We 

pulled into the gates of the Karoo National Park where we were to spend our first night.  Our Chalet was very 

nice with a traditional thatched roof and all the amenities for a pleasant stay, as soon as we had unpacked, we 

headed to the bar for an alcoholic beverage, but alas and alack there was no bar!!!!!!  However, there was 

beer and wine to be bought at the shop and could be consumed in the public area. 
 

Supper that evening was a boisterous affair given the number of people that were on the tour, and of course 

the fact that drinks could be ordered with meals helped keep the atmosphere cheery.  Because of the long 

journey that day most people went to bed after dinner for a well-earned rest, Eileen and I had a wonderful 

sleep and after a sumptuous breakfast we said goodbye to the tame kudu in our garden and set of for the Lord 

Milner Hotel in Matjiesfontein. I had been warned by Brain Minnaar that the N1 was a very dangerous road 

with a great number of trucks using it so I proceeded with caution, but what I didn’t expect was how straight 

it was and when I was about to overtake a lorry the road in the distance faded into a heat haze which was very 

disconcerting, my mind told me that there was plenty of room to overtake, but my self-preservation told me 

not to drive into that heat haze on a two lane highway in case something was coming towards me as I overtook 

the lorry. On discussing it with my fellow drivers I found out that they also had the same feeling. The scenery 

was typical of the Karoo with many little towns and villages vying for their share of the tourist trade with each 

other, the police also had 2 roadblocks in force, no doubt also vying to part the tourists from their cash. I was 

stopped at one of them, but as all was in order, I didn’t have to make a donation. By now the mountains were 

in view and made a stunning backdrop to the Great Karoo. 
 

Matjiesfonein village was founded in 1884 by an enterprising young Scot. James Douglas Logan, shipwrecked 

on his way to Australia. He bought a karoo farm called Tweedside, which was on the main railroad to the north. 

Logan not only developed the farm but saw the potential in providing a refreshment room at the station for 

hungry and thirsty passengers. In those days there were no dining cars on trains.  James Logan started of his 

career as a railway porter and finished it an influential politician, wealthy and friend of the famous. 
 

Lord Milner for whom the hotel is named was Governor of the Cape, a founding member of the Round Table, 

which at that time was a political entity dedicated to Great Britain and her empire. The role of Milner and the 

Round Table in ending the Great War has largely been forgotten. Milner and Cecil Rhodes formed The Secret 

Society which was mostly founded to promote the New World Order. 
 

I loved Matjiesfontein, the sense of history was everywhere you went, inside or outside of the hotel, in the 

museum and on the London bus tour around the village.  Most of our members dressed themselves in period 

costume for this tour and for dinner. They made a very colourful sight as they waited at the bus stop. For my 

money I think that Karen and Malcolm were the Belle and Beau of the ball.  The bus duly appeared with a 

fanfare from the conductor’s trumpet. 
 

The conductor of the bus tour was a local man with a great sense of humour, i.e. what do you get when you 

cross Zuma’s dog with the Gupta’s dog………a government pincher!!!!!! He also played the piano in the Duke 

of Bedford pub, all the old favourites. My only gripe in the whole tour was the price of a Castle dumpie R34, 

no wonder James Logan was a very wealthy man. 
 

We had dinner that evening in vintage car lovers’ paradise, one long dinner table to seat 62 guests and a row 

of vintage cars down each side, it does not come any better than this. You can guess what the subject of 

everyone’s conversation was.  The food was also great. 
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After dinner Eileen and I sat on our very large balcony in the front of the hotel drinking a whisky sundowner 

and watching the passing parade before retiring to a very luxurious bed with a canopy over the top and 

dreaming of an age gone by.  Breakfast was a buffet in a beautiful old dining hall and was the best of the whole 

tour, given the standard of food on this tour that was no mean feat. 
 

We were given a choice of 3 routes to our next destination which was George, as one was extremely long and 

one had a gravel road, I chose to go back to Prince Alfred Road then on to Oudtshoorn and over the Outeniqua 

mountains to George.  This proved to be a very scenic and quiet road which we enjoyed immensely driving at 

a leisurely pace to take in the beautiful vista stretched out before us. At Oudtshoorn we stopped for lunch and 

it took ages to find a parking space, there was a festival taking place and the town was bursting at the seams. 

We had to settle for a Wimpy and an ice cream for lunch but were very happy to get it. 
 

It amazes me to see the wine farms so bountiful and fertile but surrounded by rocky barren ground. The people 

who had the vision that grapes would grow there deserve to be lauded for their hard work, it must have taken 

great effort to see their dream come true. 
 

Coming over the mountains into George must be one of the best drives in South Africa, I first did it with 

Llewellyn in his Ferrari which was as thrilling as it was scary, and I have loved it ever since. The Z3 lived up to 

its reputation, stuck to the corners like glue and gave me a most exhilarating ride into George.  It was a hot 

day, so being handed an ice-cold fruit juice as we booked into the Protea Hotel was most welcome, our room 

was in the top floor of a double story building set in the grounds apart from the main hotel. The grounds of 

the Protea are very large with beautiful grass lawns and Hibiscus growing in profusion everywhere. 

We had a nap as old people do, and then showered and changed ready for the evening, which started off in 

the pub with a couple of beers. The dinner was a buffet with lots of sweet delights for dessert.  As we were 

halfway through the main course the power failed, Eskom had decided that an outage would be in order, the 

waiters were more than ready for this event and quickly supplied the tables with candlelight. Given that the 

members of our club are all romantics at heart I am sure they rose to the occasion and gave their partners 

some sweet talk to further enhance the ambiance. 
 

There were six of us trying to make our way back to our rooms in the pitch black, we managed to muster two 

torches between us and after much hilarity arrived home safely. 
 

The power had been restored during the night, so the buffet breakfast was up to the usual high standard of 

this establishment and was gratefully consumed. 
 

This was the end of a wonderful tour and nothing remained but to take leave of our friends and fellow club 

members and wish them a safe journey home.  Eileen and I decided to spend a day at Knysna, so we didn’t 

have so far to travel as those going home to P.E. 
 

My thanks go to Riaan and his team for organising this tour, it stands up there with the best of them, I will 

certainly be going back to the Karoo National Park to spend a few days there and wholeheartedly recommend 

that everyone should visit Matjiesfontein it is a wonderful experience. 
 

P.S. It has come to my notice that two of our members during the tour had a problem with their suspension. 

Apparently, they attempted a roadside repair but had difficulty doing so as a nut and a bolt had come loose 

and was lost during the journey.  Being the intrepid travellers that they are, they were not fazed by this 

problem, the solution!!!!!  take a nut and bolt from a road sign and fix it to the car. How they knew that it was 

the same size I do not know, but it was. I am a man of principle and refuse to snitch on this pair, but if you 

want to know who they are, a photograph of this dastardly deed may appear in this edition for all to see. 
 

Jim Boggess 
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Mid-week Supper – 24th April 2019 
 

A small crowd ventured out to try the new Asian 
restaurant, Otak Otak, in Mount Pleasant that 
serves South-east Asian inspired dishes from 
Vietnam, Malaysia and the Philippines.  Otak Otak 
refers to an Indonesian/Malay fishcake, which the 
owner and head chef Brian Hall enjoyed while 
living in Malaysia for three years before moving to 
Port Elizabeth. Here, he started the Otak-Otak food 
truck that has now moved out of the truck and 
become a fully-fledged restaurant. 
 
Apparently their firey prawns and Orange Wine are 
well worth a try. 

 
 

 

 

 
Please LIKE our FACEBOOK Page where 
all photos (full size and clearer) will be 
shared within a few days of the club’s 
events.   
 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Eastern-Province-

Veteran-Car-Club/296587683705528(Control and click to 

follow link) 

 

 
 

Our Jaunty Jalopies 
 

1st March – American Cars & Motorcycles 50 years and older 
Nice to see some members also getting into the “theme” of things.  Lovely photo of Paul & Poppie 

Hoogendoorn with their Model Ford T dressed up for the occasion. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Eastern-Province-Veteran-Car-Club/296587683705528
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Eastern-Province-Veteran-Car-Club/296587683705528
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8th March British Cars & Motorcycles 50 years and older 
 

A cool and wet Friday, typical British weather for a British display night. Thank you to our members who 

ventured out but as well as to the Kickstart club, Morris Minor Owners club and MG car club for 

supporting the event. 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

15th March – Continental cars & Motorcycles 50 years and older 
Italian, German, French and Swedish cars older than 50 years. Great Turn out with new and old friends. 

 

The highlight of tonight’s display was the unique, immaculately restored, 1904 De Dion Bouton belonging to 

Tom van der Vyver from East London.  Many thanks to Tom for displaying his car. 
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29th March – Other Cars & Motorcycles 50 years and older 
 

Star of the display was Greig Smith in the Austin 7.  
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

5th April – Beetles Mania 
 

Where on earth did all these beetles come from ????  Excellent turnout. 
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12th April – Mercedes Benz 1970 – 1997 
 

Another excellent turnout for the Friday evening, this time the Mercedes display.  The display 

evenings are proving to be very, very popular. 
 

 
 

 

  
 

26th April – Classic Cars for Sale 
 

Three very nice classics were up for sale this evening. 
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SAVVA Technical Tip 142 – Avoiding Flat Tyres 
 

Let's start off by stating that one of our greatest motoring fears is to sit on the side on side of the road with a 

flat tyre. My concern is: will the spare be ok? will the jack work? will the wheel nuts come loose, will the wheel 

spanner fit? etc, etc. Horrors! I had a flat last week - fortunately in my drive way. I was quite surprised as all 

the tyres are in excellent shape. Naturally, I blamed some idiot for leaving nails etc on the road. Seeing it had 

a tubed tyre and rather than take it to one of these modern hi-tech tyre shops with all their electronic devices 

that have never seen a tube I took it to an old Johannesburg tyre company, Jeppe tyre. They specialise with 

cars and trucks tyres so know the drill when it comes to older cars. In other words, I made my problem theirs. 

The proprietor, Roy Greenberg has been around for ever and it's even rumoured he learned the trade working 

on Roman chariots – let's just say he is an expert with early wheels and tyres. You should have seen his face 

when they pulled out the tube. It was “frot” and for some reason much larger than it should have been and 

looked as if it was made of chewing gum. The rim was also so badly rusted it needed major de-rusting. How 

this wheel ever held air is a miracle and to quote Roy – and you drive on the highways with an old two tonne 

car at fifty m.p.h. - point taken. I've had the car for about 20 years and must confess I had no idea what went 

on in the tyres. It was a case of out of sight out of mind. The result was two wheels were ok'ish and two had 

to have tubes replaced. The cost of new tubes, de-rusting, balancing etc was negligible compared to other 

motoring costs. We change oils, check battery water levels and attended to other maintenance items on a 

regular basis but ignore tyres, tubes and rims. A suggestion - every so many years have the tyres taken off the 

rims and check the condition of the tubes and rims. Especially wheels with spokes where water can enter the 

spoke holes and the build-up of rust can then chafe and damage the tubes. The cost is minimal and it's a lot 

better than sitting on the side of the road with a flat tyre. On a bike it's even more so as they don't carry a 

spare and it is a nightmare taking a wheel off on the side of the road. Picture – a new tube against the old one! 

 

SAVVA Technical Tip 143 – Mixing 2K Paints 
 

This article is for amateur painters like myself - or perhaps just to make the experts smile at my 

stupidity. My task for the day was to paint a spare wheel cover (side mount). So off I went and bought 

the necessary paint mixed to the right colour and some flatting paper of various grades etc. All the 

ingredients to do a perfect job. 
 

Unfortunately, things went very pear shape. I prepared the surface to be painted with absolute care. 

Then came the job of mixing the 2K ingredients. I didn’t have the special mixing cups with the 

graduations, so I took a chance and poured a golop of this and that in the gun and mixed it there. I 

then painted with the expertise of a seasoned painter – the only problem was it looked as if I had 

spayed over sandpaper. Realising I had totally screwed-up and had run out of thinners I took off to 

the paint suppliers to buy more thinners and shout for help – what am I doing wrong? I got that blank 

look from the chaps behind the counter, you know the look – OMG another one of these DIY types. 

Any rate one of them took pity one me and sorted me out. 
 

It turned out that in my ignorance, I was painting outside in the sun on a 32degree day which at the 

time I thought was a brilliant idea! Apparently, a nice cool temperature is far better for good painting 

and to make things worse I had obviously added far too much hardener. 

Here is the advice they gave me. Firstly, don't pick the hottest day and then paint in the sun and 

secondly, make sure your mix is absolutely correct – this is critical. 
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A simple way of ensuring one has the correct 
mix is to buy a ruler which has the correct 
mixing graduations on it or use a proper 
mixing bowl. The picture illustrates a typical 
mixing bowl. They usually come in three sizes, 
small, medium and large depending on the 
size of the job you are tackling. They cost only 
a few Rand each from the specialised car 
paint shops and can be disposed of at the end 
of the painting job. 
 

Needless to say, my next attempt was far 
more successful.   
 

 
 

 

 

Just for a laugh…………………Oh, the pity of old age. 
       When I went to lunch today, I noticed an old man sitting on a park bench sobbing his eyes out. I stopped 

and asked him what was wrong. He said, "I have a 22 year old wife at home. She rubs my back every morning 

and then gets up and makes me pancakes, sausage, fresh fruit and freshly ground coffee." 

       I said, "Well, then why are you crying?" 

       He said, "She makes me homemade soup for lunch and my favourite brownies, cleans the house and 

then watches sports TV with me for the rest of the afternoon." 

       I said, "Well, why are you crying?" 

       He said, "For dinner she makes me a gourmet meal with wine and my favourite dessert and then makes 

love with me until the wee hours" 

       I said, "Well, why in the world would you be crying?" 

       He said, "I can't remember where I live!" 
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FUTURE EVENTS 

Please take note that the dates below may change due to weather or for reasons beyond 

our control, but you will be notified by email if there are any changes.  
 

 

2019    MINI E.P.V.C.C. C A L E N D A R – PLEASE DIARISE     

                                                

 May 2019    
 

17th 

 

19th 

31st 
 
June 2019 
9th – 13th 

14th 

26th 

 

 
 
Theme Display – Modern sportscars (coupe or 
convertible) 1970’s to present 
Autumn Trial / Bring & Braai Lunch 
Continental cars – Mini Cooper 60 years 
 
 
Milligan Rally 
Mercedes Benz Tour 
Evening Function 
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FOR YOUR EVENTS AND FUNCTIONS USE THE EPVCC CLUBHOUSE 
 

Did you know that the Clubhouse can be hired at a very reasonable rate for any of your functions 
or events?  Bookings are not only for Members but for the Public as well. 
 

We accept bookings for Birthday Parties, Weddings, Family Reunions and Business Functions 
such as Team Building, Presentations and Year-End Parties and Braais etc. 
 

We also hire out Crockery, Cutlery and the Bar, all at very reasonable prices. 
 

***Remember *** Members receive all these at preferential rates 
 

For Bookings please contact: -            Llewellyn Faifer 
Cell: 082-555-4981  
 

Email: hall.hire@epvcc.co.za 
 

 

 

 
CLASSIC ADS       :         

FOR SALE & WANTED 
 

For Sale – 1969 MGB GT 

Engine recently overhauled to standard specifications, several spares and all history invoices, 
very good runner and reliable  
R 80,000. 
Please contact –  
Brian Harris on 081-323-7621 or 041-360-0332.  

 

mailto:hall.hire@epvcc.co.za
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2019     CLUB  C A L E N D A R 
 
January 
1st   Champagne Breakfast/Brunch  
12th             Breakfast run to Heritage Café 
18th             Braai Night/Display–Riley & Sunbeam 
30th             Evening social event 
 
February 
1st               Braai Night/Alfa & new members 
5th   Committee Meeting 
15th            Theme car display – Packard 
19th             Lunch Run / Social Lunch  
24th      All Clubs Braai Day 
 
March 
1st                Braai night / American cars & 
                    Motorcycles older than 50 years 
5th    Committee Meeting 
8th                British Cars & Motorcycles older than 
                    50 years   
15th              Continental Cars & Motorcycles older                       
                    than 50 years 
21st – 24th    Tour   
                    Organiser: Riaan Hanekom 
29th              Other Cars & Motorcycles older than  
                    50 years 
 
April 
3rd                Committee Meeting 
5th                Theme Car Display – Beetles 
12th              Theme Car Display – Mercedes Benz 
                    1970 to 1997  
19th               Club Closed over Easter Weekend 
24th               Evening function - Otak Otak 
 
May 
3rd                Theme Display - Bentleys 
7th           Committee Meeting 
10th             Theme display – Bikes & Scooters /  
                    Braai 
12th              Lunch Run 
17th             Theme display -2 Door (Coupe or  
                    Convertible) 1970 to present  
19th              Autumn Trial & Bring & Braai lunch 
31st              Continental Cars –  
                    Mini Cooper – 60 years 
  
June 
4th      Committee Meeting 
9th – 13th     Milligan Rally 
14th              Mercedes Benz Tour 
26th              Evening function 

2019     CLUB  C A L E N D A R 
 
 
July 
2nd       Committee Meeting 
 TBA          Breakfast Run TBA 
 
 
 
August 

(Display nights will start again) 
6th    Committee Meeting 
 
 
 
September 
3rd      Committee Meeting  
7th    SAVVA AGM – Pretoria Old Club 
 
 
 
October 
1st     Committee Meeting 
6th  A.G.M. 
 
 
 
November 
5th              Committee Meeting 
 
 
 
December 
3rd   Committee Meeting 
 
 
 
 
Please note that dates and 
events are subject to change. 
 
Every effort will be made to 
inform members the month 
prior to an event of the details. 
 

 


